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either tree, so that both should wither away. By
reducing life to a bare necessity I could pass from
one harvest to another on the fruit of this tree
alone, but if both should fail I am undone. To this
end I safeguard my existence by ensuring that at
least the better of the two shall thrive/'

"Peace attend your efforts!" said Wong IVin,
and he began to retrace his footsteps, well content.

Yet he had not covered half the distance back
when his progress was impeded by an elderly hag
who fed two goats, whose milk alone preserved her
from starvation. One small measure of dry grass
was all that she was able to provide them Avit/h,
but she divided it equally between them, to the
discontent of both.

"The season promises to be one of rigour and
great need," remarked Wong Ts'in affably, for the*
being before him might well be a, creature of
another part who had assumed that form for his
guidance. " Why do you not therefore ensure sus-
tenance to the better of the two goats by devoting
to it the whole of the measure of dry grass ? In
this way you would receive at least some nourish-
ment in return and thereby safeguard your own
existence until the rice is grown again."

"In the matter of the two goats," replied the
aged hag, "there is no better, both being equally
stubborn and perverse, though one may be finer-
looking and more vainglorious than the other.
Yet should I foster this one to the detriment of
her fellow, what would be this person's plight if
haply the weaker died and the stronger broke
away and fled! By treating both alike I retain a
double thread on life, even if neither is capable of
much."
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